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ñGreekò according to OEDé

ÅA native of Greece; a member of the 
Greek race. 

ÅA member or adherent of the Greek 
Church. 

ÅA cunning or wily person; a cheat, sharper, 
esp. one who cheats at cards. 

ÅQualified by merry, mad, gay: A merry 
fellow; a roysterer; a boon companion; a 
person of loose habits.



A land of contrasts and paradox



Quick facts
ÅOfficial name: Ellada

ÅReligion: Greek Orthodoxy

ÅPolitical system: parliamentary republic

ÅSize: about 50,502 square miles

Å# of Greek islands: 3,000 (140 inhabited)

ÅPopulation: 10.5 million

ÅCurrency: euro

ÅLife expectancy: male: 76.32 years 

female: 81.65 years



Greek alphabet



A very short history timetable!

Å2700 BC - 1450 BC : Minoan Greece

Å1600 BC - 1100 BC : Mycenaean Greece

Å1200 BC - 800 BC : Greek Dark Ages 

Å 776 BC - 323 BC : Classical Greece 

Å 323 BC - 146 BC : Hellenistic period 

Å 146 BC - 306 AD : Roman period 

Å 306 AD ï1453 : Byzantine Empire 

Å 1453 ï1821 : Ottoman Empire 

Å 1830 ï1913 : reinstatement of the 

Greek state 



Mycenea

Diving into the past (1600 BC ï

1100 BC)







Grave Circle A





Houses





















Sounio

The Temple of Poseidon









Place me on Sunium's marbled steep,

Where the waves and I can only hear,

Our mutual murmurs sweep...

From Don Juan by George Lord Byron



Forts and Castles: another print 

from the past

Nafplio













Bourtzi fortress, 1473











Palamidi Fort, 1711


